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The Full Deal 
In January, Pat and Ted Cummings, along with Alan Davies and Vivien Eldridge, carried the PBC banner at the Grand National Pairs Final in Canberra. Both pairs made a solid showing in the event and finished mid-field despite a dreadful start for Alan and Vivien, who initially let the occasion get the better of them. Vivien was kind enough to share the roller-coaster ride with The Full Deal. Here is her report:

The first session of the GNP Final held in the vast Exhibition Hall of the Canberra Convention Centre began woefully for us and rapidly got worse. Alan and I were paralysed with nerves and played like drongos. We did everything wrong in bidding, defence and card play. 

	By way of example, on Board 4 of Session 1  there was a cold grand slam. Sitting North, I opened 1NT and Alan responded 4NT, which in our agreement means that with a maximum I should go to 6NT. I erred on the side of caution and passed 4NT. To ice the cake, I decided to make a safety play and held up the club ace. This meant that I made 5NT (an absolute bottom) when everyone else was in 3NT or 6NT, making 7. 


	


We also learned a couple of valuable lessons about the consequences of being doubled and vulnerable in a one-off part-score when all the opponents can make is 2D. This is an easy but painful way to get an outright bottom board.

After an egg sandwich and a bit of a walk, we realised that we weren’t playing against Tim 
Seres on a big black horse but against Brenda and Bob from Bunbury and it all seemed so much easier. So much so in fact that we lurched from second last in Session 1 to a very respectable 2nd  in Session 2. Sessions 3 and 4 were reasonable but there was no recovering from the disaster of that first morning. 
	The multi-twos gave us a good score on Board 13, Session 4. I opened 2H as North and Alan responded 2S (pass or correct to the minor). West called 2NT, which his partner said was a take-out for the minors. Mainly as a pre-empt, I then called 3S and Alan went to 4S. West doubled and Alan made an overtrick. Each side had half the points but the shape made all the difference.


	


Of the 114 pairs in the competition, every second table seemed to be Acol players from WA. Generally, it was a friendly group. I hope that we can qualify again and do better next year.






Collector’s Corner: Peter Tauber

Visitors to Peter Tauber’s home in leafy St Ives will never lack for the correct time of day, give or take five minutes or so. The top of the hour - or thereabouts in some instances -  is marked by musical chimes, bells and gongs that reverberate throughout the house. Peter has collected and repaired antique clocks (including their mechanisms) for well over 15 years.  Although no longer actively collecting, he still maintains about a dozen antique clocks in excellent working condition, the bulk of them French. Most are about 150 years old. It would be impossible to do justice to Peter’s fascinating life within this brief article. But how many people can claim to have brought one of the first cabaret clubs to Surfers Paradise in 1956? An engineer and toolmaker by trade, Peter’s clock-collecting hobby has brought him immense satisfaction and a well-earned sense of pride. 

Added to that is the undeniable thrill of the chase. Peter has sourced his entire collection by visiting contents auctions or deceased estate auctions at houses throughout Sydney. “It’s worth going to any house that has an auction of its contents,” he says. “You find things that people don’t even know they have. It may be part of a collection but the children don’t want these items or understand what the collection is about. Sometimes, it’s at the back of a shed and you might have to put in some work on it. But you are often getting a bargain. Still, you have to know your subject and you have to know what you are buying.”

Peter’s favourite piece is a French Boule clock that occupies pride of place in his front entrance hallway, resting on an elegant table and flanked by two Dresden china figurines (inset photo). The clock, probably dating to the 1870’s, is characterised by its inlaid brass inserts, all cut by hand. When Peter stumbled across it at a deceased estate auction it was disassembled with the thin brass inserts lying on the bottom of an old box. 

“I love that clock,” Peter says. “I could see what it was and I could see the amount of work that had gone into making it. I had to look up in books how to put in the brass inserts. Then I simply varnished the whole lot and put still more varnish on it. The mechanism is working quite well. It took a lot of work but it gave me a lot of pride that I could do it.”

It was a similar story with a large English grandfather clock that Peter found in a backyard shed at another contents auction in Sydney. “I didn’t know how old it was and it looked absolutely rotten. But it interested me. I had to polish it, clean the brass and resilver the face. When you do these things, you learn. I never knew how a clock worked until I started looking inside. With the mechanisms, I ended up doing 75% of my own repairs.”  
At one point, Peter had about 30 clocks in his collection. He would buy them cheap, fix them up, resell them, make some money and buy something better. Like many collectors, he has previous form, having collected Roman coins for some years and before that, stamps. He and his late wife also collected Dresden china figurines and many of these are displayed in his home. 

“What you see here in the house is about the last 15-20 years of collections,” Peter says. “My mother was a hoarder. My wife reckoned that I was one too. Anything that I found that was interesting I would put aside and eventually it became a hobby.”
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Best wishes to all our members for 


a successful and safe 2010.





Colin Chase


President
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Recent Competition





Congratulations to these winners:





Teams Day 30 January  


Joan Jarvis & Trish Giles & 


Joyce Crowe & Gwen Bristow





Club Pairs Championship 


Sue Riley (below, standing) and Margaret Smale (below, seated) 
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New Members





Please welcome: Carolyn Dowling, Robyn Hughes, Catherine Whiddon, David Grout, John O’Brien, Eleanor Schneider, Ron Schneider.























The President’s Hand


2010 is well underway and I hope that we all added to our list of New Year resolutions a mental note to be a little more courteous at the bridge table. Let’s get into the habit of greeting the opposition when they arrive at the table and giving them a few words of praise or commiseration at the end of a board, whichever is appropriate. Let’s avoid grumbling (at least not out loud) when partner makes mistakes and let’s refrain from arguing with the opponents or the director.





There are always new opportunities to improve our knowledge and standard of bridge. The library has a host of excellent bridge books and videos. In addition, your Committee is considering further workshops of the kind conducted so successfully by Ron Klinger last year. We are also trying out a few other new ideas such as ‘Teams Day’ events. The main goal is to introduce our newer members to this form of the game, where scoring is in IMP’s and the tactics are somewhat different from matchplay pairs. The first of our Teams Days was held on Saturday, 30 January, with Alan Davies as director. It proved very successful and was thoroughly enjoyed by all who took part.





It was wonderful to welcome Bess Birchill back to our club again for her 99th birthday party. Bess was away for some months after a nasty fall last year. She took up bridge late in life and joined PBC in 1997 after a long and distinguished career as a languages teacher at Fort Street High and Narrabeen High. Bess always maintains a positive outlook and is an inspiration to us all with her famous response of “never better” to any inquiry about her health.








Upcoming Events


•	State Mixed Pairs





•	 GNOT Teams





•   National Pairs





•   State Open Pairs





Check your 2010 Diary for dates!














Heads Up! 





Supervised  play sessions now underway on Fridays at  9:30 am with Colin Chase. Short discussion/lesson precedes play. 





Cost: $7 per session. 





Further details, please contact Colin.
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North


	♠ AJ2


	♥ KQ


	♦ AQ875


	♣ 972


	West	East


	♠ 8764 	♠ T53


	♥ J65	♥ 8743


	♦ T92	♦ J4


	♣ Q53	♣ KJT6	           South


			♠ KQ9	


			♥ AT92


			♦ K63


			♣ A84





         North


	♠ AT752


	♥ QT832 


	♦ T      


	♣ 98


West		East


♠ K4		♠ 63


♥ KJ95	♥ 764   


♦ J93	♦ Q854 


♣ AKQ6	♣ T732


South


	♠ QJ98


	♥ A 


	♦ AK762  


	♣ J54














Recent Promotions





To Graduate Master: Pinni Cross, Trevor Laughton, Penelope Chapman, David Grout, Pamela Kempster


To Club Master: Christine Marcroft, Jill Owen, Bela Takats, Nora Takats, Guy Williams


To Local Master: Beth Bretnall, Mike Pengelly


To *Local Master: Caroline Rosser


To **Local Master: Denise Quail, Jackie Rodwell


To Regional Master: Jean Quinn, Pamela Wilson, Michael Hanvey


To *Regional Master: Joyce Smith


To State Master: Leslie Treasure


To *State Master: Vivien Eldridge


To National Master: Pauline Haynes


To *National Master: Alan Hadfield


To Bronze Life Master: David Farmer











Just For Laughs





A man is stranded on a deserted island for 10 years. One day he notices a speck on the horizon, and he watches intently as it draws near. “It can’t be a boat,” he thinks. “It can’t be a fish.” Suddenly, a beautiful woman emerges from the sea wearing scuba gear and a wet suit. 





“Hi there!” she says. 


The man is amazed. “But… but… how did you get here?” 





“Never mind,” says the woman as she unzips the left pocket of her wet suit and hands the man a cigarette. 





“Wow, this is terrific! I haven’t had a smoke in 10 years!” 





“Enjoy!” says the woman as she unzips the right pocket of her wet suit and gives the man a flask of whiskey. 





“I can’t believe it! This tastes so good!” 





Next the woman starts to unzip the long zipper that runs down the front of her wet suit. “Now I’ve got something you really want.” 





“What!” he says, “Don’t tell me you’ve got a deck of cards in there too!” 


(Thanks to www.pattayabridge.com)














Crossword





	


  21	Be and do this when partner makes an unusual bid (5)


  22		A crime a mix-up in Vespucci-land (7)  #


	23	A dire sod confused on this minor by-way (4,4)  #


	24	Orange seeds or holding less in value than  X (4)





Down





	1	Stoic joy conceals merriment (8)  #


	2	Popular Jewish dish at Passover (5)


	4	Two bridge players around zero an immensely long time (3)  #


	5	Common suits suggest the Criminal Investigation Branch (12)  #


	6	Iron (sic) screens a cutting tooth (7)  #


	7	Good bye and thanks, not once but twice (2-2)  #


	8	Artichoke and pig's foot together a basketball showman par excellence (12)  #


	12	Exchange around Melbourne capital a watery piece of land (5)  #


	13	One way to get a word in. (8)


	15	Headpin confused foolish and ignorant person (7)  #


	19	A yummy Russian pancake (5)


	20	No more to bid silly saps ! (4)  #


	22	The very best quality credit rating (3)





	#     Denotes cryptic clue








� 





Across





	1	Door side piece heard as marmalade. (4)  #


	3	Expert bridge players are well rewarded 


		at these events (3,5)


	9	Say, Alan, act in the language of the 


		Franco-Spanish border (7)  #


	10	Famous UK race venue a rocky coast (5) #


	11	No business like it ! (4,8)


	14	Peak is the best sequence lead (3)


	16	Drag behind a muddled legal hearing (5)  #


	17	Could be diamonds, could be hearts (3)


	18	Incapable of association or harmonious co-existence (12)
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Gilt-surfaced French clock
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